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Next Fixture at Craik Park

f‘m Morpeth Town A.F.C. PADIHAM F.C.
| Vv

Padiham F.C.

Saturday 5" September —3.00pm KO
4,F£v FA Vase First Qualifying Round
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Northern League Round-Up — Saturday 8" August
(By Ray Simpson)

Newton Aycliffe manager Peter Dixon says that his team
caught the champions on the right day when they beat Marske
United 2-1 at Moore Lane on Saturday.

Marske were perhaps below their best, but Dixon has

considerably improved Aycliffe’s team during the summer
with signings such as midfielder Brian Close and striker Matty
Moffat, and they deserved their win.

The teams were fairly even in the first half, the closest either team coming to scoring was
when Scott McCarthy’s shot was deflected over Aycliffe keeper James Winter and the ball
was cleared off the line.

But Aycliffe were better in the second half. Zak Boagey had a left foot shot well saved by
Robbie Deane in the Marske goal, but the keeper was at fault when he punched an in
swinging corner from Dennis Knight into his own net. Knight them scored a peach of a
second, when Matty Moffat back heeled the ball into his path for him to drive left footed
into the bottom corner from 30 yards. Marske pulled a goal back when Liam O’Sullivan
was left unmarked to score from six yards out.

Dunston UTS had the best score of the day, running riot by 8-0
at Bedlington. They took a two goal lead at half time through
Adam Wilkinson and Dan Halliday from Alex Francis corners, and
in the second half the floodgates opened.

Andy Bulford and Mattie Briggs scored within minutes, then |
Steve Richardson fired under the keeper. Dunston sub Malky NULLI SECUNDUS
Morien then came on and scored a hat trick in 15 minutes to  \&=> T/

complete Bedlington’s misery.

Shildon didn’t make any mistake at Newcastle Benfield,
winning 5-0. There wasn’t much in the game in the first half
with Benfield’s Paul Brayson hitting the crossbar, but the
introduction of sub Sam Hodgson changed the game in
Shildon’s favour in the second half.

Summer signing Lewis Wing fired Shildon into the lead from
25 yards, then another new signing, Gary Brown, headed the
second from a Wing corner.




Mark Doninger made it 3-0 from another Wing pass, scored another from a Ben Wood
assist, and completed his hat trick from a corner.
Guisborough beat Vase winners North Shields 2-1 at the King George.
Guisborough had the edge in the first half, and took the lead when
Shields lost possession, allowing Luke Bythway to run past two
defenders and score from 20 yards.
19| |73
Curtis Round scored a second at the second attempt as the Shields
defence failed to clear deep inside their own area, and with nine minutes
left Shields scored a consolation when a mistake by a defender allowed Gary
Day to run through and score.

TH To" Bishop Auckland got off to a bad start, going down 3-0 at Morpeth.
* ¥ 0w Dan Taggart put Morpeth into the lead with a good shot from the
edge of the box, then Jordan Fry added the second from close range.

>, Bishops improved in the second half, and lan Ward hit the post, but Fry
AfGC: scored the best goal of the game with a curler from the edge of the area.

West Auckland went down by the same scoreline at Whitley Bay. The
Seahorses took the lead when Sam Norris crossed from the right for
Peter Watling to score, and Watling, who has now left the club to
work in Dubai, was in the right place again to score the second after
Adam Shanks hit the post.

Callum Anderson scored a third for Whitley from a Steve Gibson free M

kick in the second half.

Durham City beat West Allotment 4-1 at New Ferens Park. Chris
Wallace put them into the lead from a corner, then Jake Fowler
made it 2-0 with a powerful 25 yarder.

James Fairley scored the third after Conor Okus and Callum Patton
opened up the defence, and after Scott Pocklington pulled one back
DU P ¢ for Allotment with a delicate 20 yard chip, David Pounder

RHAM C\ﬂ A completed the scoring when he finished off a five man move.

Despite having a man sent off, Consett won 2-0 at Sunderland RCA.
New signing Michael Sweet scored on his debut for Consett from a
Luke Sullivan assist, then Sullivan headed in a David Brown corner.

Both keepers made some good saves, while Consett had defender Dan
Madden red carded for allegedly stamping.
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In 2006/07 Morpeth won the
Northumberland Senior Cup for the
first time since 1886 (as Morpeth
Harriers) with a 3-2 victory over Blyth
Spartans.

Disaster struck in 2009/10 as Morpeth
Town were relegated to the second
division and things got even worse a
season later as Morpeth Town finished
bottom of the Northern League’s
second tier.

The club was in dire straits with
President Ken Beattie and Chairman
Jim Smith trying their best to keep the
club running by bringing the ground up
to Northern League standards whilst
being forced to ground share with local
rivals Bedlington Terriers. The club was
within weeks of folding at one point.

The Highwaymen began their revival in
2011/12 under the stewardship of Nick

Gray who moved to the club from
Seaton Delaval and brought a number
of players. In his first season Morpeth
narrowly missed out on promotion
back to the top tier finishing fourth and
a one point won fourteen consecutive
home games.

2012/13 saw the side improve once
more, finishing one place higher in
third position, beating out Jarrow
Roofing on goal difference to earn
promotion.

After earning promotion Morpeth
Town managed to avoid the drop quite
comfortably finishing in 17th place.
During the season they also went on a
historic FA Vase run to the Quarter-
Final stage.

In 2014/15 saw further improvement,
with the Highwaymen finishing 8th in
the table and reaching the
Northumberland Senior Cup Final.

Honours

Northern League Division Two Champions: 1995/96
Northern Alliance Champions: 1983/84, 1993/94
Northern Alliance Runners-up: 1937/38, 1965/66, 1973/74, 1981/82, 1984/85

Northern Alliance Challenge Cup Winners: 1938/39, 1985/86, 1993/94
Northern Alliance Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1936/37, 1962/63, 1973/74, 1985/86
Northumberland Benevolent Bowl Winners: 1978/79, 1985/86
Northumberland Senior Cup Winners: 1886 (shared with Shankhouse), 2006/07
Northumberland Senior Cup Runners-up: 1996/97, 2014/15
Aged Miners Cup Winners: 1935/36, 1936/37, 1937/38, 1987/88
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The next chance fell to Taylor with a back post volley after an excellent cross from the
left from McAndrew, Taylor’s effort sailing over the bar.

Skipper Keith Graydon was next to try his luck, a left wing cross from Novak was picked
up by McAndrew on the right who rolled the ball into the path of Graydon on the edge
of the area who hit a right footed effort just wide of the left upright.

The sucker-punch came after 32 minutes for Washington. A throw-in down the left
made its way to the right foot of Aaron Croft who crossed with pinpoint precision onto
the head of Mark Davison who guided a header into the back of the net at the back post
from all of two yards.

Morpeth continued to create chances up until half time, the best falling to Taylor. After
a long diagonal ball from Graydon, the forward cut into the penalty area from the left
and fired a right footed shot just wide of the Washington net.

The second half saw the home side start to take control of the game, and a Morpeth
mistake nearly gifted them the lead. Michael Hall’s clearance was blocked by substitute
James Cassidy who played in Davison. His right footed strike from the angle was tipped
over by Karl Dryden.

Morpeth struggled to muster any attacking threat, but one rare occasion they did
almost resulted in a goal. Ben Sayer played a slide-rule pass into the feet of Taylor in
the penalty area. The striker, however, was denied by a sharp Carmichael save. The
resulting corner was cleared to Graydon 30 yards out, who cannoned a right footed
effort off the post.

Despite dominating the play, Washington struggled to test Dryden. That was until the
home side won a free kick in the centre circle on 63 minutes. Michael Coghlan surprising
everyone when he shot from 50 yards out, catching Dryden off his line, the ball sailed
over his head and into the back of the net.

Morpeth were handed a lifeline on 83 minutes when Joseph Walton was adjudged to
have handled the ball on the edge of the penalty area. Novak stepped up to take the
free-kick, which was just right of centre, and curled a left footed effort over the wall
and into the top right hand corner, via the goalkeeper’s back.

The home side kicked into life in the remaining minutes, the home side unlucky not to
re-take the lead on 85 minutes. Coghlan’s right wing cross was met by John Butler in
the six yard box, his touch forced a wonderful diving save from Dryden who tipped the
ball round the post.

Report by Stuart Dick
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Then comes a second sucker-punch,
this time a 50 yard free-kick from
inside the centre circle, you’ll not
see many of them this season.

And thus comes the second reason
for today’s programme cover,
James Novak curling a fabulous
free-kick into the top corner to save
a point for the Highwaymen.

Well that and | didn’t have time to
put an FA Cup picture on the cover
instead.

Speaking of the FA Cup, last
weekend saw the Highwaymen
make the trip to Yorkshire to take
on Garforth Town.

Column Sponsored by:

NORTHUMBERILAND
LIGHTNING

It was great to see Northern League
Chairman Mike Amos in attendance
as we represented the league
against North Eastern Counties
League opposition.

After a difficult first 10 minutes we
dominated the game and the lads
put in a thoroughly professional
performance.

All in all, a very good start to the
season with two wins and a draw
from three games. We have
Durham at home today before trips
to West Auckland Town and
Newcastle Benfield and Shildon
before our next game at Craik Park.

Hopefully the results will be equally
as fruitful.

=, AMERICAN FOOTBALL

RECRUITING NOW - E-MAIL - northumberlandlightning@gmail.com













MORPETH TOWN A.F(




Highwaymen
e _ ‘!s Highwaymen TV is the Youtube channel of Morpeth
: Town A.F.C.

Founded in December 2014, the channel produces
highlights of Morpeth Town games and relays footage
to Made in Tyne and Wear TV, Northern League
Football Premiership Passion and other websites.

MTFC 3.0 BSFC
w

<7 BSARC 1.0 NTEC
i aan e
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Dominant display sees Morpeth through
Garforth Town 1-4 Morpeth Town

Morpeth Town advanced to the
gt Preliminary Round of the FA Cup with a
4-1 win over North Eastern Counties

1
S0, | “pﬁf“" 7'0,» League side Garforth Town in Yorkshire
o -
¥ ~ =3 on Saturday afternoon.

. A brace from experienced striker
Michael Chilton, and a goal apiece from
Luke Carr and Sean Taylor secured the

: < :Mwﬂ‘ win for the Highwaymen on a day
Morpeth thoroughly outclassed their opposition. The only blemish on the
performance was a late Simni Oyebanji consolation.

Garforth actually started the game on top, within the first three minutes, Luke
Mangham tried his luck from the edge of the area, firing a long range effort well
wide. It was Mangham again causing problems two minutes later after breaking
onto a lofted ball from Mark Simpson, this time firing over from the right edge of
the penalty area.

From that point on, it was dominance from the Northern League side. Lee
McAndrew the first to test the ‘keeper with a header from a Ben Sayer cross. Roles
were reversed on the next Morpeth attack, McAndrew the provider, picking out
Sayer on the edge of the area, the midfielder hitting a right footed effort goal
wards, denied by the diving stop of Ben Hunter.

The Highwaymen were playing some excellent passing football from the back and
should probably have taken the lead on 20 minutes. James Novak ventured down
the left wing before playing in Sean Taylor. The forward beat one before crossing
to Carr who swung a left foot at the ball, his goalbound effort hitting a defender
and going behind.

Chance after chance fell to the visitors, but it wasn’t until the 36th minute that
Morpeth eventually took the lead. An over hit Taylor cross was picked up by Carr



on the right. He played the ball back to right-back Stephen Forster,
who in turn found Sayer on the edge of the area. The midfielder

picked out Carr’s intelligent run into the penalty area, who took a

touch before slotting the ball low past the ‘keeper into the
bottom left hand corner. y
.:v“\
Sayer found himself in a similar position three minutes later, ata
"o

this time instead of passing he took aim from 20 yards, hitting a
powerful effort narrowly wide of the right hand upright.

The second goal came on the stroke of half time. McAndrew picked up the ball on
_ the left edge of the penalty area. He found Novak who combined with
a Sayer to play in Carr once more. The midfielder tricked his way past
= ' one before crossing to Michael Chilton who was on hand to deflect
the ball just over the line.

Coming out for the second half, Morpeth continued to
dominate possession without creating too many goal scoring
‘ opportunities. The third goal on 56 minutes by Chilton was a
N BN | thing of beauty. Sayer was again the provider from the edge of

the area, his shot was diverted into the net by an incredible back-
heel by Chilton.

Chilton should have completed his hat-trick from the kick-off, sloppy play from
Garforth allowed McAndrew to cross, finding Taylor at the back post who laid the
ball off to the striker who fired just wide.

It was more like a training exercise for Morpeth at this point, but the home side
now and again broke on the counter, the best opportunity falling to Oyebanji who
was denied a goal by Morpeth Town ‘keeper Karl Dryden with a one on one save.

Town added a fourth on 74 minutes, Steven Anderson beating the m
)

offside trap after a Keith Graydon through ball. The striker q)
unselfishly squared for Taylor to tap in from 5 yards out. o \/

One minute later it was 4-1, a right win corner was not dealt with
by the Morpeth defence, allowing Ash Preece to prod a ball off
the Oyebaniji, although it could be argued the Garforth attacker
handled the ball into the goal.



FA Cup Round-Up

(by Ray Simpson)

NORTON Norton player-manager Adam Rundle became the first managerial

casualty of the season after they were beaten 3-1 at Heaton

Stannington in the extra preliminary round of the FA Cup on
Saturday.

The former Darlington player had only been in charge of the

ENL first division team for three matches, but the patience of

Chairman Mike Mulligan snapped after the Heaton game, just three
days after they were trounced 8-0 at Shildon.

Rundle’s assistant, Peter Mulcaster, has also left, so Coach Deano Browne will be in charge
of Wednesday night’s league game at home to West Allotment.

Heaton, playing in the cup for the first time in nearly 40 years,
took the lead through Jonny Wright after three minutes, and
took control after Norton’s Jamie Poole missed a penalty. Joe
Wear and Adam Rowntree made it 3-0, before Nicky Martin
pulled a goal back.

Shildon snatched a last minute equaliser at Bishop Auckland in
their local derby and forced a Wednesday replay at Dean Street.
Bishops had much the better of the first half with Stuart
Thompson going close twice, and Andy Johnson had a shot turned
over the bar.

Bishops deservedly took the lead with a 20 yarder by Thompson
FOOTBALL across Shildon keeper Lewis Graham that crept into the net, and
q! UE. after lan Ward nearly got a second, Shildon went close
~ through Matty Robson, and a minute from the end
Mark Hudson scrambled the equaliser.

Newton Aycliffe had a good away win, by 4-0 at Nelson. They took a
half time with a free kick by Dennis Knight, and early in the second
half Stuart Banks scored a second. Striker Matty Moffat scored twice
in the last ten minutes.




Vintus Unita Fertis










PADIHAM F.C.




PADIHAM F.C




Honours

Northern Premier League Division One North
Champions — 2008—09
Northern Football League Division One
Champions — 1993-94, 2007-08
Northern Football League Division Two
Champions — 1998—99
Northern Football League Cup
Winners —2001-02
Durham Challenge Cup
Winners —1971-72
Durham FA Benevolent Bowl
Winners — 1955-56
J.R. Cleator Cup

Winners — 1994-95, 2008—-09
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This ground also hosted the club’s
largest attendance, which stands at
7,000, for an F.A. Cup Second Round tie
against Tranmere Rovers on 7
November 1957 which City lost 0-3.

City left Ferens Park at the end of their
first Championship winning season in
1993-94 but because their ground
wasn’t completed on time they were
unable to join the Northern Premier
League. After ground-sharing with
Chester-le-Street Town for a season
the club moved to its fifth and current
ground - New Ferens Park. Situated in
Belmont on the outskirts of the city the
purpose built stadium is easily
accessible from all major roads, boasts
a two storey clubhouse, a 300-seater
stand, which also provides covered
accommodation for 600 standing
spectators, and excellent floodlights.

In the 2007-08 season, City were
crowned Northern league Champions
for only the second time in their
history. This was rewarded with
promotion and they duly took their
rightful place in the Northern Premier
League.

In 2008-09, and at the first time of
asking they became Unibond League
1st Division North Champions.

The squad was strengthened during the
summer months and yet another
successful season looked to be on the
cards when the Club's major sponsor
pulled out after only the second game
inthe Premier League. With no funds to
cover expenses etc. there followed an
exodus of players. This left the Club
only one option in its fight for survival.

Players, most of whom were aged
between 16-18, from the local
academy stepped in and although the
Club finished bottom of the league with
zero points (even though two victories
were notched up) this ensured not only
the completion of the fixture list but
more importantly, the survival of the
Club.

The following season was one of
consolidation as the club slowly started
to rebuild and a lot of hard work and
dedication, both on and off the pitch,
saw the club gradually re-establish
itself. The team management put
together a young side and were
rewarded with a creditable 9th position
finish to the 2011/12 season.

However the constant travelling to
away games up and down the Al and
the costs involved began to take its toll
and a difficult decision had to be made
to once again ensure the survival of the
Club. At the end of the season it was
announced that Durham City AFC had
resigned from the Northern Premier
League. The Northern Premier League,
the FA and the Northern League were
all sympathetic and the Club was once
again accepted as a member of the
Northern League for the 2012/13
season.

In December 2013 former Newcastle
United defender Olivier Bernard took
over Durham City AFC with a vision of it
becoming a community club
comprising youth teams from age 6
upwards as well as a reserves team.
The intention being to bring success
back to the Club which he believes is
long overdue.
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Photo Gallery

Morpeth Town v Bishop Auckland

Morpeth Town 3-0 Bishop Auckland



Washington v Morpeth Town
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Garforth Town 1-4 Morpeth Town
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